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Introducing Utah-1 Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team (UT-1 DMAT) 

  Have you ever wanted to go to 
places like New Orleans or Haiti to 
help out after a disaster strikes? 
You now have a great opportunity 
to join a team of dedicated indi-
viduals that are equipped and 
trained to go to the next big disas-
ter. 
 
  After seeing 25 years of successful work 

by DMATs around the country, we are 
now going to have a team based here 

in Utah, UT-1 DMAT. We are a group of 

medical and non-medical professionals de-
signed to provide medical care during a 

disaster or other large event. DMATs de-
ploy to disaster sites with sufficient sup-

plies and equipment to provide medical 
care at a fixed or temporary medical care 

site. In mass casualty incidents, their re-

sponsibilities may include triaging, provid-
ing high-quality medical care despite the 

adverse and austere environment often 
found at a disaster site, patient reception 

at staging facilities, and preparing patients 

for evacuation. 
 

  The personnel are voluntarily activated 
for periods of 1-2 weeks. DMAT personnel 

are required to maintain appropriate certi-

fications and licensure within their disci-

pline. When personnel are activated as 
Federal employees, licensure and certifica-

tion is recognized by all States. Addition-
ally, our DMAT personnel are paid while 

serving as part-time federal employees, for 

both deployments and training, and have 
the protection of the Federal Tort Claims 

Act in which the Federal Government be-
comes the defendant in the event of a 

malpractice claim. Your ability to deploy is 
protected by the same laws that also pro-

tect National Guard members.  

 
  We are recruiting all types of health-

care professionals (MDs, PAs, NPs, RNs, 
RTs, pharmacists, pharmacy techs, mental 

health workers, EMTs), as well as logistics 

experts (communications, equipment, se-
curity).  

   
  Join us, and help people the way you 

have always wanted to.  
   

  Visit our website (utdmat.org) or email 

Raul Garcia (rogarcia@utah.gov) for an 
application.  

 
Mark Shah, MD 

Utah Emergency Physicians 

Chief Medical Officer, UT-1 DMAT 
Email: mshah@utahep.com 
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Join the  

Utah Society 

For  

Respiratory 

Care 
Get Involved Today 

https://mail.ihc.com/OWA/redir.aspx?C=4e4311a14c8a4377947d2abce66fd764&URL=mailto%3atgoodin%40utah.gov
http://www.utahsrc.org/home.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/utahsrcorg/194548930662?v=wall&sk=wall
http://www.utahsrc.org
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Message from the President 

Dear Members, 

   The 2011 USRC annual conference was a huge suc-

cess!  Your USRC Board Members deserve a round 

of thanks for all the time they willingly volunteer on 

our behalf in keeping our profession at the head of 

the class! 

   aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ άwŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

hǳǘέ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ 

best practice as well as living the highest degree of 

ethics and professionalism.  I was extremely proud 

of the Respiratory Therapy students at Weber State 

University who took on the challenge, in large num-

bers, to answer the call for service by joining the 

USRC committees!  The Utah Society has rested on 

the shoulder of the same leaders for far too long, so 

I am actively calling for your participation in both 

our national and state professional organizations. 

New for 2011 are the additions of committees to 

the USRC.  These include: 

¶ Membership (Chair:  Tanner Trujillo) 

¶ Publications (Chair:  Connie Hatch) 

¶ Public Relations (Chair:  Liz Huggins) 

¶ Demographics & Data (Chair:  Julie Ballard) 

¶ Rural Outreach (Chair:  Rusty Speake) 

¶ Student Relations/Mentorship (Chair:  Tabitha 
Singleton) 

¶ International Relations (Chair:  Lisa Trujillo) 

¶ Conference Program (Chair: Amber Galer) 

Please contact the committee chairs or the USRC 
Board if you are interested in joining.     

   We have a goal to increase AARC/USRC member-
ship this year and are in the process of planning 
some on-site visits to hospitals throughout Utah.  
Membership in Utah has steadily been on the rise 
over the last few years, and that denotes the caliber 
of professionals practicing in Utah.  However, we 
are still well below 50% membership of all Utah 
practicing Respiratory Care Practitioners.  We need 
your help!  Shortly, we will post a flier on the USRC 
website advertising what membership in the AARC/

USRC affords.  Please feel free to make copies and 
post in your departments and facilities.   

   Our voices need to be heard when it comes to our 
profession and respiratory health care initiatives.  
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άwŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ Lƴƛπ
ǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ 
17th among the states for responses!  If you have 
not already done so, please access the AARC web-
ǇŀƎŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά²ǊƛǘŜ bƻǿΥ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ wŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ Lƴƛπ
ǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘƛƴƎ 
your senators takes no more than 2 minutes!   

   Thanks for all you do on a daily basis in caring for 
patients, setting an example of professionalism and 
for caring enough to even read this message.  To-
ƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ άwŜŀŎƘ hǳǘέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ŏƻ-workers, com-
ƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΧWE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

 

Sincerely, 

Kim Bennion BS RRT CHC  

Kimberly Bennion, USRC President 

What is the USRC? 

   The Utah Society for Respiratory 

Care is a non-profit chartered affili-

ate of the American Association of 

Respiratory Care. (AARC) 

   We are Respiratory Care profes-

sionals devoted to the promotion 

of Respiratory Therapy in the state 

of Utah.  

 

To learn more visit our website: 

http://www.utahsrc.org.  

http://www.utahsrc.org/home.html
http://www.aarc.org
http://www.aarc.org
http://www.utahsrc.org/
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Managerõs Moment 

Honor the Profession and Yourself 
Respiratory Care Week is really about the people who make up our profession. So, 

honor and thank your colleagues during the week that is dedicated to respiratory therapists 
in all specialties and care settings. Plus, you can use Respiratory Care Week to educate pa-

tients about chronic illnesses and the role that you play in caring for your patients. 

 
Get ideas on how to honor the profession during Respiratory Care Week at  

http://www.aarc.org/rcweek/ideas.cfm 

October 23-29, 2011 

 

Managers please encourage  

AARC/USRC membership for your employees.  

Sign up at http://www.aarc.org/member_services/ 

 

 
For a list of the benefits and services available to AARC/USRC members go to 

http://www.aarc.org/member_services/benefits. The savings and benefits  

you will have access to as a member are amazing!!! 

CLICK TO SAVE 

Managers: Respiratory Care Week is coming! 

October 23-29 

http://www.utahsrc.org/home.html
http://www.aarc.org/rcweek/ideas.cfm
http://www.aarc.org/member_services/
http://www.aarc.org/member_services/benefits/
http://www.aarc.org/member_services/benefits/
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SLEEP CORNER 
Current Issues for Sleep Professionals in Respiratory Care 

 

 

September 3, 2011 

Re:  Utah Society for Respiratory Care Position on Recognizing the American Board of Sleep Medicine Sleep Technologist Certifi-

cation 

Dear Yvonne King: 

The Board of Directors for the Utah Society for Respiratory Care has reviewed the documents submitted by the American Board 

of Sleep Medicine (ABSM).  Currently, only the American Academy of Sleep Medicine accredits sleep labs and has the responsi-

bility for credentialing.  The ABSM exam is not accredited by any outside third party as a valid and reliable competency exam.   

The ABSM letter cited the Respiratory Therapy exemption section:   The Utah Respiratory Care Practice Act, at Sections 58-57-7

ɉρɊ ÁÎÄ ɉςɊɉÂɊ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Á ȰÐÏÌÙÓÏÍÎÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÉÓÔȱ ÉÓ ȰÑÕÁÌÉÆÉÅÄȱ ÉÆ ÈÅ ÏÒ ÓÈÅ ÉÓ ȰÃÅÒÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ "ÏÁrd of 

3ÌÅÅÐ -ÅÄÉÃÉÎÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ȰÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȱȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÃÃÅÐÔed 

standards of the profession would be a registered polysomnographic technologist and one who holds the RPSGT credential 

which is deemed accredited by an outside test accrediting agency just as is the CRT, RRT, and SDS exams. 

It is our impression that agreeing to accept this exam and those who would hold this credential could potentially put the State, 

the USRC Board and/or DOPL in a legally vulnerable position.  It is our responsibility to protect the health and safety of citizens. 

Endorsing or accepting the RST exam or any other exam that has not been accredited as valid and reliable by an outside inde-

pendent testing agency is not fulfilling our legal responsibilities to the citizens of Utah. If and when the RST test has gained ac-

creditation by an outside third party test accrediting organization, the USRC will revisit this request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

USRC Executive Board of Directors 

Kimberly Bennion BS RRT CHC Janelle Gardiner MS, RRT      Amber Galer BS, RRT    Earl Fulcher RRT  

President                Past-President       President-Elect                 Vice-President 

 

Tanner Trujillo BS, RRT  Mich Oki MA, RRT                  Paul Eberle, PhD, RRT    Troy Whittaker RRT 

Secretary                Treasurer                   Senior Delegate                 Junior Delegate 

 

Lisa Trujillo, MS, RRT  Tim MacKnight RRT      Yvonne Campbell-Ehrlin RRT   Jack Fried RRT 

Director    Director        Director & Webmaster                 PACT    Representative 

 

Utah Society for Respiratory Care 
3904 University Circle 

Ogden, UT  84408 
  Web: UtahSRC.org  

Phone: 801 626-7071  Fax: 801 626-7075  


